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 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

M AY 
 

13 Board of  D i rectors  5pm 
14 Remodelors Counci l   Noon 
15 Green Bui lding   3pm 
20 National  M embership Day 
20-21 CEU Classes   HBA 
26  Of f ice Closed—M emorial  Day 
27 GM M —El k’s Club  6pm 
 

JUNE 
 

4 Governmental  Af f ai rs  10am 
5 M embership Committee Noon 
10 Board of  D i rectors  5pm 
11 Remodelors Counci l   Noon 
 
You can keep up to date on the Calendar  of Events 
on our  web page.  There may be addi tional  meet-
ing dates listed there.  Check  i t out at l ake-
hba.com.  The newsletter i s also on our  websi te. 

Building Permits 
 

FEB           #SF Permits    Value 
Lake-Unincorporated 
2008           45         15,001,397  
2007       60         18,469,860 
2006     192         49,181,554 
            
Tavares              Not available                             
Eustis                     3              849,268                  
Leesburg             Not available           
Lady Lake               Not available 
Montverde                    Not available                               
Clermont                            26               3,248,867                             
Minneola                    2                  233,068         
Mascotte                               1  250,000                           
Mount Dora             Not available 
Umatilla             Not available 
Groveland             Not available 
 
                                   
                            
Sumter  County                 163         38,911,822              
 
 
Thank you to the building departments for supplying this 
information. 
 

Don’t Miss the Charlie 
Daniels Concert 
Music and entertainment 
icon Charlie Daniels and 
his world renown Charlie 
Daniels Band headline a 
first-ever SEBC/
GreenTrends opening-day 
concert on Thursday, July 
31 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 
the Convention Center’s 
Chapin Theatre. Tickets 
are just $35 per person. 
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President’s Message 
Mark Kel ler 

May 2008 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
This years HBA barbeque had a great turn-out and 
thanks to Jason Hansford, chair (Prominent Con-
struction) and his committee for a fine job.  Also, 
much thanks to all those who donated door prizes 
and to our sponsors and cash donors for the continu-
ing support. 
 
A huge welcome to Linda Nagle, our new EO and 
ready to take the reins from Jean.  I bel ieve the selec-
tion committee has done an excel lent job in their se-
lection.  Linda comes to us with excellent credentials 
and promises to be a wonderful addition to our asso-
ciation. 
 
All members should make a special effort to wel-
come our new EO and to attend jean’s retirement 
party on M ay 16th.  We are forever indebted to Jean 
for the commitment and dedication.  I am particu-
larly thankful for her guidance and direction.  Con-
tact the HBA office for these upcoming events. 
 
Lastly, as a member, are you using members for your 
subcontractors and vendors??  If not, please start to-
day!!  Insist that all companies working on your jobs 
are HBA members...we owe it to our associate  
members to patronize their business as they are an 
important part of our association.  Thanks to those 
new membership committee members for coming 
aboard with their ideas and assistance. 
 
Good Luck!! 
 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
M ark Keller 
 
 
 
 
 

Home Builders Association of Lake County 
1100 N Joanna Avenue Tavares, FL 32778 

Ph 352-343-7101  Fx 352-343-4650 
www.lakehba.com 

 
Officers & Directors 

President 
Mark Keller—Keller Construction 
Vice President 
George Hansford—Prominent Construction 
Associate Vice President 
Gerry Suarez—Thomas Mortgage 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Dan Keeling—Cemex 
Immediate Past President 
Jim Bible—Showcase Homes 
Immediate Past Associate Vice President 
Don Magruder—Ro-Mac Lumber & Supply 
Builder Directors 
John Palmer—Palmer Homes 
Andrew Nutt—Holly Homes 
Jody Coursey - Val Coursey Homes 
Craig Hegstrom - Hegstrom Homes 
Brian Nagle - Pringle Development 
Phil Mastrosimone - Mastrosimone Construction 
Associate Directors 
Karen Schroeder—Solid Image 
Scott Rea—Coldwell Banker Tyre & Taylor Realty 
Mike Torres - Sherwin Williams 
Life Directors 
Clell Coleman - White Aluminum 
Mike Carter—Granger Construction 
Carl Ludecke - Charlie Johnson Builder 
Clarence Tibbs - STE Electric 

  
Staff 
Jean Kaminski - Executive Director 
Kelly Hoover - Administrative Assistant 
 
 
On The Level is published monthly by the Home Builders Association of Lake 
Co. Every attempt has been made to insure the accuracy of all information 
presented, however no guarantee or warranties are provided. For advertising 
contact the HBA at 352-343-7101 or email kellyhba@earthlink.net 
 

Spike 50/50 
 

Congratulations to Brian Hawthorne (Lake County 
Building Department) on winning the Spike 50/50 
drawing at the April BBQ.  Brian took home $165!  
Way to go Brian and hope you enjoyed the BBQ. 
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Trade Show Participants To Date 
 

1. United Southern Bank 
2. Veranda Home Furnishings & Design 
3. Bailey Industries 
4. Pro Source of Orlando 
5. Ro-M ac Truss 
6. Home Team Pest Defense 
7. Citizens First Bank 
8. Dixie Plywood & Lumber 
9. Progress Energy 
10. Anderson Window’  
11. Browne Distributor 
12. Available 
13. Available 
14. Best Flooring Center 
15. Solar-Tite 
16. Glass M asonry 
17. Bonded Builders Home Warranty 
18. Available 
19. National City 
20. Available 
21. Available 
22. Available 
23. Available 
24. M etro Environmental 
25. Color Wheel 
26. Available 
27. Colonial Bank 
28. Anchor Design Center 
29. Available 
30. Available 
31. Insight Financial 
32. Great Lakes Carpet & Tile 
33. Franklin and James  
34. T Group 
35. Riverside National Bank 
36. White Aluminum 
37. Wachovia M ortgage 
38. Ro-M ac Lumber 
39. Regions Bank 
 
Don’ t miss out on the Trade Show on June 24th at 
Venetian Gardens.  Our theme this year is a 
Mardi  Gras Celebration “ Let The Good Times 
Rol l ” .  So i f you haven’ t reserved a table yet 
please call  the office and reserve yours today.  
Builders this is a must attend show!  Come and 
see what our vendors have to offer you now and 
for the future.  Great New Orleans style food, 
cash, 50/50 drawing and door prizes. 
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 New Member Meet &  Greet  
 

The M embership Committee sponsored a new mem-
ber M eet & Greet on April 3rd at the HBA office.  
Gerry Suarez (Thomas Mortgage) provided the en-
tire meal which was absolutely delicious - pulled 
pork tenderloin sandwiches, crab salad, Caesar salad, 
shrimp cocktail (with 5-alarm cocktail sauce), cream 
puffs and chocolate éclairs.   There were displays set 
up around the room by each committee for the new 
members to see how they could become more in-
volved.  See the committee list below to see if there 
is one that fits your interests.  Joining a committee is 
a great way to meet other members and grow your 
business. Jim Rahman (Westmont Homes) won the 
$50.00 cash giveaway.   
 
Thank you to all who attended and participated in 
making this a successful event.  The next M eet & 
Greet for new members within their first year is in 
September. 
 
Membership Committee 
Noon on the 1st Thursday of each month 
Lunch is served 
 
Parade of  Homes Committee 
Meets at 8 am on the 4th Wednesday of each month June-
March 
 
Golf Committee 
Meets as needed prior to the Fall Golf Tournament 
Meeting now 
 
Trade Show Committee 
Meets as needed prior to the June Trade Show 
Will meet again in Feb. or Mar. of 2009 
 
Remodelors Council 
Meets on the 4th Wednesday of each month 
You do not need to be in remodeling to join the committee 
Lunch is served for a $5.00 cost 
 
BBQ Committee 
Meets as needed prior to the April BBQ 
 
Governmental Af fairs Committee 
Meets on the 1st Wednesday of each month 
 
Green Building Committee 
Meets at 3 pm on the 3rd Thursday of each month 
 
Fishing Committee 
Meets as needed prior to the May Bass Fishing Tournament 
Will meet again in Feb. of 2009 
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2008 Golf Tournament 
“ Support Our Troops”  

Friday, October 10th 
Palisades Country Club 

8:30 am Tee Time 
 

* Each golfer who donates an item 
for our Care Package to send over-
seas will receive 2 strokes off  
 
* Watch the newsletter for exciting 
Hole In One prizes that will be of-
fered 
 
* Tables on the course (always great 
fun) 
 
* M ark your calendars for this fun 
filled day of golfing 
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New Executive Di rector 
 
Linda Nagle assumes the Executive Director position 
in early M ay. Linda and her husband reside in Eustis.  
Jean will be working with Linda during M ay.  Be 
sure to attend the M ay General M embership M eeting 
to celebrate 35 years of HBA and meet your new 
EO! 

 

Governmental Affairs 
 
Mount Dora adopted the Public Art Ordinance on 
April 15.  Sections 5 & 6 will not be enforced until 
October 15.  During that time the commission will be 
selected and criteria set. 
 
Lake County Landscaping Ordinance – As we go 
to print the ordinance is set to go to LPA on April 25 
and then, depending on their action, to the Board of 
County Commissioners. 
 
Lake County Lot Grading – Although the fee has 
been in place since October 1 and certain require-
ments have been in place, formal adoption of the 
rules relating to lot grading have not been adopted.  
The final draft is in and it will go to LPA and then to 
the County Commissioners. 
 
Eustis – Diane Kramer has been named Develop-
ment Services Director. The process included a 
search committee comprised of city employees and 
diverse citizens. Kramer replaces Alton Roane who 
retired earl ier this year. 
 

 

Builders Blitz! 
 
7 Days = 1 House  Yep, that’s the plan! The HBA is 
building a Habitat House in seven days as part of the 
nationwide Builders Bl itz.  Jim Bible (Showcase 
Homes) is heading up the project, BUT he needs 
help from all of us.  No one company or person has 
to do a lot – we can share the load.  Especial ly 
needed are framers and drywall hangers – can you 
help?  Call Jim or cal l the office. 
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Did You Know? 
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If you prefer not to receive the newsletter via mail 
and only use the online, notify the office! Saves time 
and money! 
Let your employees know they can access the news-
letter online (no special password needed, just click 
on newsletter from the home page). 
Timely information and news is posted on the home 
page. 
 
Check it out – www.lakehba.com 

 
Free Online 

 
You and your employees can subscribe to Nation’s 
Building News, the newsletter from NAHB. Just go 
to www.nahb.org/nbn. This newsletter from the Na-
tional Association of Home Builders contains news 
about your business and your industry. 
 

Green Building Committee 
 
Green building is not a fad or trend that will go 
away.  The Green Building Committee is your op-
portunity to learn more about products and tech-
niques that meet the requirements of green building – 
it’s also your opportunity to talk with other members 
about green issues.  The committee meets each 
month on the third Thursday at 3:00pm at the HBA 
office.  There is always a featured product and a pro-
gram.  The meetings last about an hour.  Just show 
up!  Check out http://dsire.org for information on 
various incentive programs. 
 

BBQ Thank You 
 

Thank you to Joseph SanFelippo for donating tick-
ets for everyone who attended the BBQ.  Each ticket 
is good for 2 people to The Bonkerz Comedy Club at 
the Vue Nightclub in Clermont for a night a comedy 
fun.  Thank You! 

Congratulations! 
 

 
 
 
To Don & Darlene M agruder       
(Ro-Mac Lumber) on the birth 
of their first grand chi ld.  Abi-

gail Ann Robison is the daughter of Sara and Robbie 
Robison of Leesburg.  Abigai l was born on M arch 
25th at 4:09 am weighing 7 lbs. and was 20 1/2” 
long.  M other and daughter are doing great.  Con-
gratulations to all! 
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Left -President Mark Keller chats  
with barbecue attendees. 
 
Below—Reba Perrick, Mike Cox and Cathy Wallin 
from Colonial Bank 

Below—Andy Nutt (Holly Homes), Mike 
Spaventa (Federal Trust Mort) and BBQ 
Chair Jason Hansford. Andy &  Mike as-
sisted Jason handing out door prizes. 
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Left—Bob Kegan (Sumter Bldg Official ), Tom 
Allen (Mt Dora Bldg Official), John West 
(retired bldg official) with George Hansford 

Above—Chip DeLaet (Eustis Bldg Official) 
with Joell Folmar & Drema Brush from Eustis 
building department. 

From the Lake County Building Department 

Above-Mike Spaventa, Evan Dickey 
(Metro Waste) assist Jason Hansford. 

Annual HBA Barbecue A Hit! 
 
Thanks to all  the building department folks 
who came—thanks to all  the sponsors-thanks 
to al l  our members who supported the event 
even in tough times.  You are the BEST! 

Below—Jenni fer Murphy and Jeff Ger-
ling (Groveland Bldg Department 
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Bylaws Revision 
 
In order to clean up some titles that were not correct 
in the latest revision, the following bylaws revision is 
presented.  This is your official notification – the 
vote will take place at the July meeting. 
 

ARTICLE X 
(Executive Committee) 

 
There shall be an Executive Committee of this Asso-
ciation which shal l be composed of the President, 
First Vice-President, Second Vice-President, Execu-
tive Associate Vice-President, Secretary/Treasurer, 
and Immediate Past President.  This Committee shall 
conduct the affairs of the Association in accordance 
with the Constitution and By-Laws, policies and in-
struments of the Board of Directors.  It shall be the 
policy and steering committee of this Association, 
and shall be responsible for establishing a budget for 
financing the Association, and for all matters of pol-
icy and public statement, subject to the approval of 
the Board of Directors.  This Committee shall meet 
upon the call of the President, the Board of Directors 
or any four (4) of its members.  Three (3) members 
shall constitute a quorum. 
 

ARTICLE XIV 
(Finance) 

 
Section 1. Dues and other monies collected by this 
association shall be placed in a depository selected 
by the Board of Directors.  Payments from the funds 
of this association in excess of $1,000.00 shall be 
made on the signature of any two of the following: 
President, First Vice-President, Secretary/Treasurer 
or Executive Officer.  Payments from the funds of 
this association less than $1000.00 may be made on 
the signature of the Executive Officer 
 

May Membership Drive 
 

Don’ t forget M ay is our M embership Drive so lets 
try to recruit some new members.  The applications 
need to be in the HBA office no later than noon on 
M ay 20th.  Double Spike credits will be awarded 
along with prizes.  If you are not a Spike bring in 3 
new members and become a Spike.  If you have any 
questions on recruiting new members please call 
Kelly at the office.  I am sure we al l know or work 
with someone that is not a member of the HBA. 
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Thank You For Renewing 
 

30 - 34 Years 
St. Louis Heat & A/C 

 
25 - 29 Years 

Orlando Sentinel / Lake Edition 
Twetan Custom Built Homes Inc. 

Kinder Construction 
 

20 - 24 Years 
T & D Concrete Inc. 

 
15 - 19 Years 

Pro Build East LLC 
Spears Insulation 

 
10 - 14 Years 

M etro Garage Door 
Classic American Homestyles Inc. 

Great Lakes Carpet & Tile 
Citizens First Bank 

Bank of America M ortgage 
 

5 - 9 Years 
Horizon Homes of Central Florida 

Randall Clark Construction 
 

1 - 4 Years 
A & B Concrete 

Autumn Crest Homes Inc. 
NuWalls Inc 

D & S Heating & Air 
A 1 Clean Sweep LLC 

Railsback Construction Inc. 
TownSquare Construction LLC 

John Roberts Realty & Appraisal Services 
Eastcoast Stone Pavers Inc. 

B E S H 
Superior Concrete Services 

Bender Construction 
Westmonte Homes Inc. 

All Trades Construction LLC 
American Family Homes Inc. 

Lee’s Quality Construction Inc. 
M eryman Environmental Inc. 

Silverado Investment Properties Inc. 
Riverside National Bank 

Insight Financial Credit Union 
Demetree Builders 

Welcome New Members 
 

Frank Slaughter Insurance Agency Inc. /  
Angela C. Taylor 

Ph (352) 748-2221 / Fx (352) 748-0342 
Insurance 

Sponsored by Don M agruder / Ro-M ac Lumber 
 

Parkwood Sumter Properties Inc. /  
Peter Trematerra 
Ph (352) 748-7480 

Builder 
Sponsored by George Hansford / Prominent Const. 

 
Brix and Stix / Danny Harvey 

Ph (352) 303-0963 / Fx (352) 748-4198 
Builder 

Sponsored by Don M agruder / Ro-M ac Lumber 
 

Real ty Capi tol  Florida / Terry Day 
Ph (352) 267-2884 / Fx (352) 241-9191 

Real Estate Broker 
Sponsored by Karen Schroeder / Solid I mage 

 
 

Sorry To See YOU Go! 
 

Advanced Consulting 
CH Florida 

Cobra Construction 
Construction M anagement 

Fireline Restoration 
Holt Aluminum 
M &R Framing 

Nearwood Homes 
Orlando Freightliner 

Sandy Ridge Construction 
Sani-Pot 

Steven J Richey 
The Pettit Company 

 

�
�

� � � � �� �� � 	 �
 �� � � � �

 � � � � � � � �� � � � � 	 � �� � �
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Purple Coat                  250+ 
George Hansford (2)    489 
Carl Ludecke (1)       422 
Ray Terry                385.5  
Karen Schroeder (3)       275 
     
Burgundy  150-249 
Coat 
Kevin Burkholder   226.5 
Carman Mi ller      210 
Ann Hagen      197 
Scott Rea     186 
Craig Hegstrom     185.5 
Clel l Coleman   185 
Paul Fal lman   154.5 
 
Red Coat 100-149 
Paul Thomas  124 
Clarence Tibbs (2)     109 
Don Magruder  (3)    108 
Mike Price   105 
 
Green Coat 50-99 
Lee Humphrey  93.5 
Penny Crump  87.5 
Larry Mil ler   86.5 
Ken Nastasi   81.5 
Peter Dabe   81 
Rick Rojas  65.5 
Don Thomas          60.5 
Gerry Suarez  (1) 60.5 
Jim Bible  (2) 60.5 
Mike Carter  (2)   55.5 
Dick Stier 52 
Nancy Hoff   52 
 
 
 
 

Navy (L ife)      25-49 
Chris Mowers        48.5 
Jody Coursey   47 
Rob Granger      45.5    
Henry Sarzynski   42.5 
Lois Stuart  (1) 41 
Brian Domigan           39.5 
Joel Hargis  37 
Sandee Honeycutt  36 
John La Pierre  33 
Dan Cordle  29.5 
Grant York   29.5 
Susan Davis  26 
 
 
Spikes 6-24 
Mark Casp  24.5 
Karen Crumrine  23.5 
Jon DeClue   20 
Jason Hansford   20 
Jennings Rou II  18 
Mark Keller   13 
Tom Lowrance   13 
Roger Freeman  9 
Dan Keel ing  (1) 9 
Mike Torres 6 
  
 
 
 

The Spike Club is an elite group of Association Members 
recognized for outstanding achievement in membership. 

 
The membership year r uns 1/1/08 - 
12/31/08. The Spi ke Roster is 
updated monthly.  New members for 
2008 are noted next to name. 

  NAHB SPI KE 
CLUB 
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Lumber and Commodity Report 
By Don Magruder 

Apri l  2008 
 

       The weight of high energy cost and significant 
mill closures has changed dramatical ly the direction 
of the wood commodity markets.  The wood com-
modity index in the last thirty days has gone up 6.9% 
to $224.45 per thousand.  This is a very significant 
increase and I bel ieve this month is probably starting 
the market on a new direction. 
     The lumber portion of the wood index is com-
posed of spruce and pine offerings in various widths 
and sizes.  This portion of the wood index increased 
8.8% or $20 per thousand.  One major reason is be-
cause of Canfor, a Canadian spruce lumber producer. 
Within the last few weeks Canfor has announced a 
15% reduction in manuf acturing or 600 mi llion 
board feet.  In addition, numerous smaller mil ls have 
abandoned operations as the exchange rates along 
with fuel cost are making it untenable to operate.  
There are real concerns about the entire health of the 
Canadian timber industry in an atmosphere of shrink-
ing demand and poor exchange rates. 
     The sheathing portion of the wood index in-
creased by 5.0% in the last month to $207 per thou-
sand.  OSB sheathing products stayed flat with no 
change while CDX sheathings took off in price add-
ing $35-$45 per thousand.  ½ 4 ply CDX in the last 
month has jumped $1.12 per sheet which is very sig-
nificant.  The OSB producers will be looking very 
closely at other manufacturers in the industry and 
will probably follow suit by closing production.  The 
price levels in OSB do not support a profitable situa-
tion for the mills. 
     The low prices in all building material commodi-
ties cannot continue even at weak levels of demands 
simply because the cost of fuel, exchange rates, and 
fixed cost are just too great.  M anufacturers and sup-
pliers are unable to absorb heavy losses, and have 
begun shutting down operations.  For the last year 
and half, many manufacturers and suppliers have 
been eating a lot of the inflationary cost of their 
products, but as competitors thin out, many will look 
to change the equation.  Because products have not 
gone up in price as they should, the market could 
quickly increase as the ghost of inflation from the 
past months comes home to roost.  Builders should 
be very careful quoting long term projects as this 
month’s heavy increases could be the start of move 
upward on price. 
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SEBC Seminars Sharpen 
Your Management Skills 

 
During this chal lenging time when housing and con-
struction industry professionals must be at their very 
best, the 30th annual Southeast Building Conference/
GreenTrends event offers timely seminars and speak-
ers that will sharpen your management skills. SEBC/
GreenTrends is set for July 30-August 2, 2008 at the 
Orange County Convention Center in Orlando and 
registration is now open online at 
www.sebcshow.com.  
 
SEBC, which f eatures 1,000 exhibits of building in-
dustry products and services, is presented by the 
Florida Home Bui lders Association while Green-
Trends is the annual conference of Florida Green 
Building Coalition. 
 
Among the many seminars that focus on real-world 
issues for builders and industry-allied professionals 
are two programs on Thursday, July 31: M anaging 
for Success and Six Tips to Improve Cash Flow. Pre-
sented by respected speaker Leslie Shiner of Intuit 
Construction Business Solutions in M ill Val ley, CA, 
M anaging for Success explains the balance between 
doing and managing, while Six Tips to Improve Cash 
Flow outlines best practices for gaining control of 
your cash.  
 
Among the other management-related seminars at 
SEBC/GreenTrends are: Scheduling, Project Delays, 
and Contractor-Sub Relations; Product Delivery Sys-
tems and Change Orders; Liens, Bonds and M anag-
ing Risk Through Documentation; M anaging the 
New Reality; Hispanic Communications/Legal Is-
sues; Construction Defects Claims, Site Conditions, 
and Environmental Issues; Construction Contracts 
and Law; Advanced Planning Strategies for Business 
Owners; Improved M anagement Techniques ; Top-
Grading Your Staff; and How To Get Paid Every 
Time. 
 
SEBC/GreenTrends also features a wide array of 
professional designation courses, the Leaders Advan-
tage program on Success with Hispanics, the Super 
Sales Rally, the presentation of the Aurora Awards, 
and a live concert featuring music and entertainment 
icon Charl ie Daniels and the Charl ie Daniels Band. 
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Annual BBQ 
Thank You Sponsors 

 
M aronda Homes 

Demetree Builders 
Centex Homes 

Aluminum Contractors I nc. 
Ryland Homes 

Showcase Homes Inc. 
M  W M itchell Construction I nc. 

Palmer Homes Inc. 
M astrosimone Construction I nc. 

Pringle Development 
FHBI 

Courtney Plumbing 
Metro Waste 

 
Thank  you to all our Cash Donors and 

Door Prize Donors  
 

The 9th Annual BBQ was a great success thanks to 
Jason Hansford, Chair (Prominent Construction).  
We had a great turnout from the Building Depart-
ments and our members.  The BBQ is always a fun 
event and a great time for everyone to socialize and 
eat great BBQ from Porkie’s.   Our sponsors and 
door prize & cash donors make this event possible.  
Say thanks the next time you see one of them :) 
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New Code 
 
The new building code goes into effect on October 1. 
We do not have the major changes at this time. There 
is a major change in the Swimming Pool Code deal-
ing with entrapment and head pressure. You may or-
der or view the 2007 Code at floridabuilding.org – 
we will furnish a summary highl ighting changes if 
one becomes avai lable. 
 
Reminder also – there are electrical requirements 
coming into effect July 1. 
 

 
Re-roof News 

 
We have been advised that using 30 lb felt will meet 
the requirement for a secondary water barrier. 
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