
Pre-Sort 
Std. 

US Postage 
PAID 

Mid - FL FL 
Permit # 78112 

HBA of Lake  Co 
1100 N Joanna Av 
Tavares, FL 32778 

Change Service 
Requested 

        Home Builders Association of Lake County 
March 2008        www.lakehba.com   Vol . 32  No. 9 

 

MARCH GMM 
Tuesday, March 25th 

6:00 PM 
Elk’s Club 
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 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

M ARCH  
 

11 Board of Directors—5 pm 
11  Trade Show Committee—4 pm 
12 Remodelors Council—noon 
20 Green Building Committee—3 pm 
25 GMM—Elk’s Club—6 pm 
26 Parade Committee—8am 
 

APRIL 
 

3 Meet & Greet—HBA—4-6:30 pm 
8 Board of Directors—5 pm 
9 Remodelor Council—noon 

 
You can keep up to date on the Calendar of 
Events on our web page.  There may be addi -
tional  meeting dates listed there.  Check i t out 

Building Permits 
 

DEC           #SF Permits    Value 
Lake-Unincorporated 
2007           41         14,282,758  
2006       75         24,140,104 
2005     189         31,692,625 
            
Tavares              Not available                             
Eustis                     2              485,908                  
Leesburg             Not available           
Lady Lake                      1                  321,000 
Montverde                           0                                
Clermont                            14               2,132,617                              
Minneola                    0                  238,719       
Mascotte                               7                            
Mount Dora                   25           6,331,743 
Umatilla              Not available 
 
                                   
                            
Sumter  County                    0               
 
 
 
 
Thank you to the building departments for supplying this 
information. 
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President’s Message 
Mark Kel ler 
March 2008 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
Congratulations on an excel lent Parade of Homes!  
Thank you goes out to all the participants for their 
great entries, sponsors for their support, and to all the 
volunteers which made it happen! 
 
In addition, Wachovia’s Vice President and M ort-
gage Banking Director Tony Thompson announced 
at the presentation that they will be a 2009 Corporate 
Sponsor.  Thank you for your Diamond sponsorship 
for the 2008 Parade of Homes.  We look forward to 
your participation in our association. 
 
Henry Sarzynski of Best Flooring wil l be joining 
Karen Schroeder on the M embership Committee 
bringing in some new ideas and much needed assis-
tance.   
 
Speaking of the M embership Committee, lets all 
make an effort to join Karen for the M arch 6th meet-
ing at noon at the Home Builders Association office.  
Lunch is served so please RSVP if you plan to at-
tend .  We welcome any ideas you may have. 
 
Yours Truly, 
 
M ark Keller 
 

 
 
 

Ask  Someone You Work  For or 
Someone Who Work s For You  
To Become A Member of The 

HBA of Lak e County 
 
 

MEMBERS DO BUSI NESS  
WI TH MEMBERS! 

 
 
 
 

Home Builders Association of Lake County 
1100 N Joanna Avenue Tavares, FL 32778 

Ph 352-343-7101  Fx 352-343-4650 
www.lakehba.com 

 
Officers & Directors 

President 
Mark Keller—Keller Construction 
Vice President 
George Hansford—Prominent Construction 
Associate Vice President 
Gerry Suarez—Thomas Mortgage 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Dan Keeling—Cemex 
Immediate Past President 
Jim Bible—Showcase Homes 
Immediate Past Associate Vice President 
Don Magruder—Ro-Mac Lumber & Supply 
Builder Directors 
John Palmer—Palmer Homes 
Andrew Nutt—Holly Homes 
Jody Coursey - Val Coursey Homes 
Craig Hegstrom - Hegstrom Homes 
Brian Nagle - Pringle Development 
Associate Directors 
Karen Schroeder—Solid Image 
Scott Rea—Coldwell Banker Tyre & Taylor Realty 
Mike Torres - Sherwin Williams 
Life Directors 
Clell Coleman - White Aluminum 
Mike Carter—Granger Construction 
Carl Ludecke - Charlie Johnson Builder 
Clarence Tibbs - STE Electric 
  
Staff 
Jean Kaminski - Executive Director 
Kelly Hoover - Administrative Assistant 
 
 
On The Level is published monthly by the Home Builders Association of Lake 
Co. Every attempt has been made to insure the accuracy of all information 
presented, however no guarantee or warranties are provided. For advertising 
contact the HBA at 352-343-7101 or email kellyhba@earthlink.net 
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Elect ric Code Changes 
 
1. Effective January 1, 2008 the National  Electric 
Code started requiring that the Arc fault breakers 
installed in bedrooms to be a Combination Arc Fault 
Breaker. (The old ones were not combination break-
ers) 
 
2005 NEC article 210.12 (b) 
 
2. Effective July 1, 2008 the Florida Building Code 
will start requiring Carbon M onoxide Alarms to be 
located with in 10© of any room used for sleeping. 
They will only be required in homes which have any 
of the following:  Fossil fuel burning heater or appli-
ance, a f ireplace or an attached garage. 
 
Florida Building Code Article 553.885 
 
3. Effective when ever the 2008 National Electric 
Code is adopted will require that all 110 volt circuits 
be on an Arc Fault Breakers. (This probably won©t go 
into effect until sometime mid 2009.) 
 
4. Also effective when ever the 2008 NEC goes into 
effect will be the requirement that all 110 volt recep-
tacles be tamper proof (no more kids putting paper 
clips in outlets)�
 
Note: Thanks to Clarence Tibbs (STE Electric) 
for this information. Clarence serves on the 
ECLB. 
 

THANK YOU! 
 

To Pat Smallwood (Smal lwood Sign) for helping out 
in February by taking the monthly newsletter to the 
post office for mail ing.  We real ly appreciated your 
help Pat. 
 
To Kevin Burkholder (Kevco Bui lders) for sending 
over his employee Richard to clean the parade signs 
for us.  That sure was a BIG help. 
 

Want To Advertise? 
 

Call Kel ly at the office (352) 343-7101 to advertise 
in the newsletter or get your website linked.   
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Parade Thank You! 
 

To the 2008 Parade Chair, Karen Schroeder (Sol id 
Image) and the entire Parade Committee for a great 
job on this years Parade of Homes. 
Committee: Scott Rea (Coldwell  Banker Tyre &  
Taylor), Clarence Tibbs (STE), George Hansford 
(Prominent Const.), Kevin Burkholder (Kevco), 
Tim Rounsaville (Avec Designs), Carole Holden 
(Glemtree Advertising), Larry Walsh (Dai ly Com-
mercial ), Teresa Salmon (Lake &  Sumter Style 
Magazine), Brandee LeBar (Mastrosimone Const.), 
Jennifer Bengston (Orlando Sentinel  / Lake Edi -
tion) and Cathy Bowers (Home Team Pest De-
fense). 
 
To Gary Schick (Ci tizens Fi rst Bank) for taking the 
pictures at the banquet. 
 
To Cathy Bowers (Home Team Pest Defense) for 
handing out the awards for the evening. 
 
To Susan Smithson (Thomas Mortgage) for her as-
sistance at the banquet. 
 
To the photographers:  George Hansford (Prominent 
Const.), Clarence Tibbs (STE), Carole Holden 
(Gelmtree Advertising) and Jennifer Bengston 
(Orlando Sentinel  / Lake Edi tion). 
 
To the Drivers:  M ike Price, Susan Smithson & 
Gerry Suarez (Thomas Mortgage), Reba Perrick 
(Colonial  Bank), Cathy Bowers (Home Team Pest 
Defense), M ike Torres (Sherwin Wi ll iams) & Cla-
rence Tibbs (STE). 
 
To the ticket takers:  Tim Rounsaville (Avec De-
signs) and Teresa Salmon (Lake &  Sumter Style 
Magazine). 
 
To the volunteers who delivered the tabloids to the 
pick up points:  George Hansford (Prominent 
Const.), Carole Holden (Gelmtree Advertising), 
Brandee LeBar (Mastrosimone Const.) and Dave 
VanWinkle (Ci tizens Fi rst Bank). 
 
 

Your help has been very much appreciated! 
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Rutenberg Certified  
To Seek NAHB Post 

 
 
Barry Rutenberg, a Florida Home 

Builders Association Past President from Gaines-
ville, was certified on February 14, 2008 by the 
Nominations Committee of the National Association 
of Home Builders to seek the office of NAHB Vice 
President/Secretary for 2009. The election will be 
held on January 23, 2009 at the International Build-
ers Show (IBS) in Las Vegas. 
 
Rutenberg has a 30-year history of leadership at his 
BA of North Central Florida, FHBA, and NAHB. He 
is a three-time local Bui lder of the Year, Florida 
Builder of the Year in 1994, and last year was in-
ducted into the Florida Housing Hall of Fame for ca-
reer contributions to the industry. 
 
At NAHB, among his many leadership activities, he 
has served on the Executive Board for the past 14 
years. 
 
All National Directors from Florida are urged to be 
in Las Vegas to vote for Rutenberg, who could be-
come Florida’s first NAHB Senior Officer since John 
Koelemi j of Tallahassee, who served as NAHB 
President in 1985. 
 

 
Builders Blitz 

May 31 – June 6 
 

Thanks to those of you who have already come for-
ward.  Jim Bible is final izing a list of needs which 
will be available soon.   It should be a fun and worth-
while project! 
 

Governmental Affairs 
 
M ount Dora postponed final reading on the proposed 
Public Art Ordinance. We see a number of problems 
with this exaction. 
 
It appears the new Lake County Landscape Ordi-
nance may go to the commissioners on M arch 25.  
GA Chair Jim Bible has given a number of com-
ments on this proposed ordinance. 
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 2008 Parade of Homes Sponsors 
Thank You! 

 
Corporate  

Progress Energy 
National City 

 
Diamond 

Wachovia Mortgage Corp. 
 

Plati num 
FHBI 

Sherwin Williams Co. 
 

Gold 
Riverside National Bank  

 Elaine Peebles / Well Fargo Home 
M ortgage 

Colonial Bank 
Countrywide Homes Loans 

Ro-M ac Lumber &  Supply I nc. 
M astrosimone Construction I nc. 

United Southern Bank 
Lassiter-Ware Insurance 

 
Silver 

Citizens First Bank 
The Daily Commercial 

Solid Image Inc. 
Besco  

STE Electrical Systems 
L indemann Bentzon Bojack 

 
Banquet Ticket Sponsor 

Gelmtree Advertising 
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President Mark Keller 
Parade Chair—Karen Schroeder 
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Diamond Sponsor—Wachovia  Mortgage Corp 
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2008 Parade of Homes Winners 
 
 
Category – Communi ty 
 First Place - Seneca Partners 

 Second Place - Pringle Development 
 
Category - Attached 
 First Place - Ryland Homes 

 Second Place - Ebbtide Construction &  Dev. 

 
Category - $175,001 – 200,000 
 First Place – Twin lakes Custom Homes 

 Second Place – Showcase Homes 
 
Category - $200,001 – 250,000 
 First Place – R.J. Builders 

 Second Place – R.J. Builders 
 
Category - $250,001 – 275,000 
 First Place – Orleans Homebuilders 

 Second Place –Maronda Homes  
 
Category - $275,001 – 300,000 
 First Place – Adams Homes 

 Second Place – Palmer Homes 
 
Category - $300,001 – 335,000 
 First Place - S& L Enterprises 

 Second Place – R.J. Builders 
 
Category - $335,001 – 375,000 
 First Place - BRC Homes 

 Second Place - Leading Edge Builders 

 
Category - $375,001 – 450,000 
 First Place – DeLuca Homes 

 Second Place – Embassy Homes 
 
 
Category - $450,001 – 525,000 
 First Place – Sharon Nickell-Olm 

 Second Place – Savanna Homes 
 
Category - $650,001 – 750,000 
 Winner – Embiar Construction &  Design 
 
 
 

Cont.  

 
Category – $750,001 – 1,000,000 
 First Place – Preferred Craftsman 

 Second Place – Regal Classic Homes 
 
Category - $1,000,001 – 1,500,000 
 First Place - R.J. Builders 

 Second Place - Countryside Homes 

 

Category - $1,500,001 – 2,000,000 

 First Place - Westmont Homes 

 Second Place - Dave Brewer 

 

Thank you for participating in the 2008 Parade of 

Homes.  We hope to see you in 2009.  Hope you 

had a great parade! 
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Lumber and Commodity Report 
February 2008 

By Don Magruder 
 

     Your Home Builders Association wood commod-
ity index for February shimmed side- to-side for 
most of the month with a total drop of 1.2%, or $2.48 
per thousand.  The market’s unremarkable month 
was primarily driven by a nasty winter outbreak in 
the North and M idwest, but moderating conditions, 
as spring approaches, should make for increased 
pricing enthusiasm.  Oversupply continues to hurt 
pricing, but shutdowns and curtailments are begin-
ning to el iminate some of the glut. 
     The lumber portion of the index was down $1 per 
thousand, as prices in most species bounced up and 
down.  Spruce framing and studs were a mixed bag 
general ly offsetting themselves while wide width 
pine incurred increases in the $35 per thousand 
range.  All in all, the market seemed to be f irming in 
hopes of better weather. 
     The plywood index shed $4 per thousand to $196 
per thousand, or about 2%.  Cdx plywood stayed flat 
to plus $8 per thousand while Osb products gave up 
a five dol lar bill per thousand.  Cdx plywood’s pro-
duction is considerably less than Osb products and it 
is apparent the spread between the two products will 
probably grow.  Osb products will probably not go 
on an extended price increase run until those mills 
have decided to quit sell ing products at a loss.  There 
is much pain for those people who produce Osb. 
     In other markets, the struggle with higher energy 
prices and skinny margins are pushing prices up.  
Rebar and foundation steel  jumped over 20% whi le 
shingles increased around 12%.  Drywall companies 
and concrete manufacturers really want to increase 
pricing, but they are eating their own in f ierce market 
competition.  I suspect once a few decide to capitu-
late, then prices will rise fair ly quickly in those areas. 
     Traditionally, the spring selling season brings 
some joy and optimism to the industry as the weather 
improves.  Even though the market is down, expect 
some improvements which should lead to higher 
pricing, so be careful in pricing out late spring and 
early summer projects.   
 
Have a great month! 

 Baby Boomers Dominate  
New Housing Trends 

 
The largest American generation is either retired or 
quickly nearing retirement age.  Baby boomers, the 
generation born between 1946 and 1964 and who 
count more than 76 mill ion, may be getting older, but 
they are definitely not ready to head to the retirement 
home! 
 
The boomer generation is more active than genera-
tions past, has a more sophisticated style and wants 
options and choices in their homes.  Some features 
that home builders and remodelers are seeing as they 
begin to cater to the boomers include: 
 
Home Offices – They want home offices for flexibi l-
ity for a second career or part-time employment  for  
supplementary income. 
 
Tech/Media Centers – The tech-savvy boomer gen-
eration wants top-of-the-line amenities for their 
homes such as a media room with surround sound 
and central control systems. 
 
Wider Doors and Hal lways – As a person ages, 
there is a likelihood that use of a wheelchair might 
become a necessity. 
 
Better Lighting/Bigger Windows – The need for 
more lighting usual ly increases as we grow older.     
M ultiple switches to reduce the number of trips and 
dimmer controls to eliminate glare are other options. 
 
Fi rst-Floor Bedrooms and Bathrooms – M ore than 
40 percent of new homes have master suites down-
stairs.  The bedrooms are also bigger, with larger 
walk-in closets and bathrooms that have a separate 
tub and shower  and dual sinks. 
 
Easy to Maintain Exteriors/Landscaping – Yard 
work, painting, and other landscaping chores may no 
longer be enjoyable to aging homeowners. 
 

Flex Space – “ Flex space” has become more preva-
lent in both new homes and remodeling.  Flex spaces 
are rooms that take on the purpose of the present 
homeowner©s needs but can adjust with changes as 
they occur. 
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Thank You For Renewing 
 

25 - 29 
Ken Golby Custom Construction Inc. 

 
20 - 24 Years 

Pringle Development 
 

15 - 19 Years 
Homes & Land of Lake County 

Colonial Bank  
Riddle Newman Engineering Inc. 

Will iams, Smith & Summers 
Kevco Builders Inc. 
Gordon Roofing Co. 

 
10 - 14 Years 
Kelly Homes 

 
5 - 9 Years 

J&J Building 
Ebbtide Construction 
American Home Corp. 
Z&S Associates Inc. 
Waste M anagement 

Trask Construction Co. 
Cemex 

M errill Insurance Group Inc. 
Varco Custom Builders Inc. 

 
1 - 4 Years 

Rick Dalton’s Appraisal Service 
Jim Bartlett Homes 
Dean’s Pest Control 
Sandcott Builders 

CF Insurance Services Inc. 
Construction M anagement Assistance Professionals 

Abbey Contractors Inc. 
Wall & Sign Concepts LLC 
Wachovia M ortgage Corp. 

Concept Solutions Inc. 
M CW Builders LLC 

Trinity Homes of Central Florida Inc. 
B E Coleman Enterprises Inc. 

Heathrow Country Estates 
Stirling Construction Corp. 
Blair Home Crafters Inc. 

Gelmtree Advertising 
J&S Ushko Inc. 

 

Welcome New Members 
 

M. Aubrey Construction, Inc. / Robert Perry 
Ph (352) 308-9886 
Builder/Remodel 

Sponsored by Jim Bible / Showcase Homes 
 

Mission Homes LLC / Jeffrey S. Taylor 
Ph (407) 841-7444 / Fx (407) 386-3322 

Builder 
Sponsored by Gerry Suarez / Thomas M ortgage 

 
Bella Casa Décor / Renee Friesz 

Ph (352) 241-8555 / Fx (352) 243-1266 
Décor 

Sponsored by Karen Schroeder / Solid I mage 
 

RP Moore3 Inc. / Roy Moore 
Ph (352) 978-5552 / Fx (352) 383-4082 

Builder 
Sponsored by M ike Carter Granger Construction 

 
Insurance Office of America—Ocala / Nancy 

Winiarski  
Ph (352) 368-1051 / Fx (352) 368-2309 

Insurance 
Sponsored by M ike Carter / Granger Construction 

 
Veranda Home Furnishings and Design / Rose-

mary Hough 
Ph (352) 748-1020 / Fx (352) 748-1025 

Décor & Design 
Sponsored by Jim Bible / Showcase Homes 

 
Qual i ty by Design / Tami  Berry 

Ph (352) 516-6437 / Fx (352) 483-2934 
Landscape / Irrigation 

Sponsored by Karen Schroeder / Solid I mage 
 

Welcome New Affiliate 
 

Hegstrom Homes / Real ty / Jo Hyatt 
Ph (352) 267-7475 / Fx (352) 383-2723 

Real Estate 
Sponsored by Craig Hegstrom / Hegstrom Homes 
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Purple Coat                  250+ 
George Hansford (1)    486.5 
Carl Ludecke (1)       421 
Ray Terry                385.5  
Karen Schroeder (2)      259.5 
     
Burgundy  150-249 
Coat 
Kevin Burkholder   226 
Carman Mi ller      210 
Ann Hagen      195 
Scott Rea     185.5 
Clel l Coleman   185 
Craig Hegstrom     184 
Paul Fal lman   154.5 
 
Red Coat 100-149 
Paul Thomas  124 
Clarence Tibbs (1)     107.5 
Mike Price   105 
Don Magruder     106 
 
Green Coat 50-99 
Lee Humphrey  93.5 
Larry Mil ler   86.5 
Penny Crump  85.5 
Ken Nastasi   81.5 
Peter Dabe   81 
Rick Rojas  65.5 
Don Thomas          59 
Gerry Suarez  (1) 58.5 
Jim Bible  (2) 57.5 
Mike Carter  (2)   53.5 
Dick Stier 52 
Nancy Hoff   52 
 
 
 
 

Navy (L ife)      25-49 
Chris Mowers        48.5 
Jody Coursey   47 
Rob Granger      45.5    
Henry Sarzynski   42.5 
Brian Domigan           39.5 
Lois Stuart  37.5 
Joel Hargis  37 
Sandee Honeycutt  36 
John La Pierre  33 
Dan Cordle  29.5 
Grant York   29.5 
Susan Davis  26 
 
 
Spikes 6-24 
Mark Casp  24.5 
Karen Crumrine  23.5 
Jon DeClue   20 
Jason Hansford   20 
Jennings Rou II  18 
Mark Keller   13 
Tom Lowrance   13 
Roger Freeman  9 
Dan Keel ing  (1) 8 
  
 
 
 

The Spike Club is an elite group of Association Members 
recognized for outstanding achievement in membership. 

 
The membership year r uns 1/1/08 - 
12/31/08. The Spi ke Roster is 
updated monthly.  New members for 
2008 are noted next to name. 

  NAHB SPI KE 
CLUB 

Welcome Back 
 

Vincent Homes Inc. / Vincent Leonard I II 
Ph (321) 363-2008 / Fx (352) 357-9527 

Builder 
Sponsored by M ike Torres / Sherwin Wi lliams 

 

Sorry To See You Go! 
 

Baker Street Properties 
DR Horton 

El i te Windows &  Doors 
G& A Construction 

Kempco Construction 
Michael  Cernava Construction 

MJ Carpentry 
Roger Wi l l iams Construction 
Southern Siding &  Aluminum 

T& T Nursery 
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Condolences 
 

To M ichael Roberts (Embiar Construction &  De-
sign) whose father Jack Roberts passed away on 
M onday, February 18th.  Our thought and prayers 
are with you & your family. 
 

Orleans Homebuilders 
 

Announces the opening of Lake Elsie Reserve in Ta-
vares.  Homes at Lake Elsie start in the $170’s.  The 
Reserve is situated on Lake Elsie, close to the beauti-
ful Dora and Harris Chain of Lakes.  To visit Lake 
Elsie Reserve take Hwy 441 to Tavares and turn 
South on David Walker Drive and turn right on Dora 
Avenue.  The community entrance will be on the left.  
For sales info please cal l 352-343-5410.  We hope 
you will come out and take a look at our beautiful 
new community. 
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15th Annual HBA Scholarship 
 
Each year the HBA of Lake County gives scholar-
ships to the son/daughter of an HBA member or 
member employee. There will be a $1000 and a $500 
scholarship. Submit your letter of request to the HBA 
with the following information by M onday, April 21. 
 
 *Resume of personal history 
 *Education and career goals 
 *Teacher letter of recommendation 
 *Verif ication of grade point average 
 
The parent must be a current member in good stand-
ing or the employee of a member in good standing. 
(Please note member name or affi liation on materi-
als). Winners wil l be announced in early M ay. 
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Boy Scout Golden Eagle Dinner 
 
Thanks to the members who represented the associa-
tion at the annual Boy Scout Dinner: 
M ark Keller, Jim Bible, Gerry & Jackie Suarez, Don 
M agruder, Craig Hegstrom, Dan Robuck Jr, George 
Hansford, Andy & Holly Nutt,  and Carl Ludecke.  
Co hosts for the event were Senator Carey Baker and 
Representative Alan Hays. This years’  honoree was 
Welton Cadwell. 
 

Board Vacancy 
 
There is a vacancy on the Board of Directors for a 
builder.  Please contact Jean if you are interested in 
being considered for this appointment. 
 

Continuing Education 
 

Classes will be held at the HBA on M ay 20 & 21 for 
14 hours of CEU credits.  Please see enclosed flyer 
for details and registration. 
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