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PARADE OF HOMES AWARDS BANQUET 
Lake Receptions 

Fr iday, February 22nd  
6:00 pm 

Tickets $35 
Sit Down Dinner - Bistro Beef Medallions 

Business Attire / Semi-Formal 
 

Please RSVP for tickets by Friday, February 15th 
To (352) 343-7101 or email kellyhba@earthlink.net 

(You can request Mahi Mahi or 
Vegetarian when you RSVP) 

This is a ticketed event with table assignments 
on a first come first serve basis, so get your reservations in early! 

 
 

�
�

PARADE PARTI CI PANTS 
Wed. Feb. 20th Exter ior Photos 

Thurs. Feb. 21st Judging 
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 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

FEBRUARY 
12 Board of Directors    5 pm 
      Green Building Committee   TBA 
13 Remodelors Council     Noon 
14 Happy Valentines Day 
20 Parade Exterior Pictures 
21 Parade Judging 
22 Parade Awards Banquet    6 pm 
23 Parade Opens 
28 Golf Committee     3 pm 
 

MARCH 
2 Parade Last Day 
4 Governmental Affairs Committee  10 am 
6 M embership Committee    Noon 
11 Board of Directors    5 pm 
 
You can keep up to date on the Calendar of 
Events on our web page.  There may be addi -
tional  meeting dates listed there.  Check i t out 
at lakehba.com.  The newsletter is also on our 
websi te. 

Building Permits 
 

NOV           #SF Permits    Value 
Lake-Unincorporated 
2007           52         18,137,367  
2006       61         19,155,644 
2005     179         29,903,147 
            
Tavares              Not available                             
Eustis                     8           1,857,288                  
Leesburg             Not available           
Lady Lake               Not available          
Montverde                           0                                
Clermont                              3               2,370,073                              
Minneola                    1                  238,719       
Mascotte                               7               1,553,484             
Mount Dora                   14           4,049,470 
Umatilla              Not available 
 
                                   
                            
Sumter  County                    0               
 
 
 
 
Thank you to the building departments for supplying this 
information. 
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President’s Message 
Mark Kel ler 

February 2008 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
This years Parade of Homes promises to be a fine 
one indeed.  M uch thanks to Karen Schroeder and 
her committee for a fine job.  February 22nd is the 
banquet and your attendance would be greatly appre-
ciated. 
 
As announced, Jean is retiring this year and will be 
greatly missed and difficult to replace.  Jim Bible, 
George Hansford and Gerry Suarez comprise the 
search committee and are already underway with 
their efforts to find an EO. 
 
Jean has been instrumental in the growth and devel-
opment of this chapter and is known throughout the 
state for her work.  No words can describe Jean’s 
value to this association. 
 
Lastly, as a member, are you using members for your 
subcontractors and vendors??  If not, please start to-
day!!  Insist that all companies working on your jobs 
are HBA members...we owe it to our associate mem-
bers to patronize their business as they are an impor-
tant part of our association. 
 
Good luck as we begin this new year!! 
 
Yours truly, 
 
M ark Keller 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Home Builders Association of Lake County 
1100 N Joanna Avenue Tavares, FL 32778 

Ph 352-343-7101  Fx 352-343-4650 
www.lakehba.com 

 
Officers & Directors 

President 
Mark Keller—Keller Construction 
Vice President 
George Hansford—Prominent Construction 
Associate Vice President 
Gerry Suarez—Thomas Mortgage 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Dan Keeling—Cemex 
Immediate Past President 
Jim Bible—Showcase Homes 
Immediate Past Associate Vice President 
Don Magruder—Ro-Mac Lumber & Supply 
Builder Directors 
John Palmer—Palmer Homes 
Andrew Nutt—Holly Homes 
Jody Coursey - Val Coursey Homes 
Roger Stephan - Hofmeister Design & Constr. 
Craig Hegstrom - Hegstrom Homes 
Brian Nagle - Pringle Development 
Associate Directors 
Karen Schroeder—Solid Image 
Scott Rea—C.S. Rea Realty 
Mike Torres - Sherwin Williams 
Life Directors 
Clell Coleman - White Aluminum 
Mike Carter—Granger Construction 
Carl Ludecke - Charlie Johnson Builder 
Clarence Tibbs - STE Electric 

 Staff 
Jean Kaminski - Executive Director 
Kelly Hoover - Administrative Assistant 
 
 
On The Level is published monthly by the Home Builders Association of Lake 
Co. Every attempt has been made to insure the accuracy of all information 
presented, however no guarantee or warranties are provided. For advertising 
contact the HBA at 352-343-7101 or email kellyhba@earthlink.net 
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Lumber and Commodity Report 
January 2008 

By Don Magruder 
 

      Old M an Winter has welcomed himself to the 
United States this January, and temperatures in many 
parts are down right deadly.  The weather along with 
the current economic chal lenges is really holding 
down the demand side of the commodity equa-
tion.  Since December, you local Home Builders As-
sociation Lumber and Commodity index dropped 
$15.50 to $214.39 per thousand or 6.7%.  I am some-
what surprised by the drop but the weather has been 
the driving f actor along with Canadian manuf actur-
ers trying to dump a lot of lumber. 
     The lumber portion of the index dropped to $234 
per thousand which is down 8.9%.  The spruce mar-
ket plunged as many 2x4 items gave up on average 
$23 per thousand, and large pine products retreated 
just below $10.  Pine smaller widths decided not to 
participate as much in the downside movement, and 
actual 2x4 treated products jumped in price by 
$12.  Interestingly enough, the lumber composite is 
down $63 per thousand versus last year or 11.3%, 
and that is despite the weaker dollar. 
     The sheathing portion of this month’s index faired 
a little better only dropping $11 per thousand to $200 
or 5.3%.  OSB sheathing dropped across the board 
$10 per thousand while CDX products gave up 
around $15 in total.  The sheathing index is down 
$14 per thousand since last January, but would have 
been even if not for the bad weather element of this 
year.  CDX products should be firmer in price this 
year with OSB sheathings struggl ing to maintain 
price stability due to over supply. 
     I am still firm in my thoughts that the entire build-
ing supply sector is going to have significant infla-
tion because in 2007 wholesale inf lation was up 
6.7% while over all bui lding supply products prices 
were at their lowest levels in two years.  Just in en-
ergy alone, prices were up 18.4%, and these in-
creases have been not factored in many of the manu-
facturers current pricing. 
    Since January 1st my concerns about moderate in-
flation in pricing have been conf irmed as price in-
creases by major manuf acturers in various sectors 
have been announced.  The fol lowing sectors in 
which major increases have been announced are dry-
wall 10%, roofing 13% to 18%; rebar products 20%, 
windows 5%, and concrete 10%.  Plus other  

Cont. Pg. 5 
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L umber &  Commodity Cont. 
 
manufacturers in all areas have announced price in-
creases because they are just so much behind the 
pricing curve.  Be careful about long-term pricing, 
and make sure you have the facts on upcoming pro-
jects.  Have a great 2008! 
 

2008 Parade of Homes Sponsors 
To Date  

 
Diamond 

Wachovia Mortgage Corp. 
 

Platinum 
FHBI 

Sherwin Williams Co. 
 

Gold 
Riverside National Bank  

The Elaine Peebles Team Pinnacle 
Financial Corporation 

Colonial Bank 
Countrywide Homes Loans 

Ro-Mac Lumber & Supply Inc. 
Mastrosimone Construction Inc. 

United Southern Bank 
 

Silver 
Citizens First Bank 

The Daily Commercial 
Solid Image Inc. 

Besco Electric Supply Co. 
STE Electrical Systems 

 
Banquet Ticket Sponsor 

Gelmtree Advertising 
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GROVELAND 
 
On Tuesday, January 22, Groveland voted to abolish 
the $2000 GAP fee for schools. 
 

Landscape Ordinance Draft 
 
Lake County Land Planning Agency has been re-
viewing proposed revisions to the Landscape Ordi-
nance.  HBA is also reviewing. No date for the 
County Commission hearing has been announced. 
 

Thank You Gary 
 
Thanks to Gary Summers of Will iams, Smith & 
Summers for presenting the lein program in January. 
We have a few extra handouts – drop by the office if  
you would like one. 
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Single Family Permit Activity 
Jurisdiction 2007 2006 

Lake-Unincorporated 806 1567 

Astatula – No report     

Clermont 250 547 

Eustis 76 207 

Fruitland Park-No report     

Groveland-No report     

Howey-No report     

Lady Lake 10*  33 

Leesburg 149*  464 

Mascotte 77 97 

Minneola 5 33 

Montverde 10 5 

Mount Dora 272 154*  

Umatil la 4*  30 

      

Sumter County 1270 3496 

* Incomplete 
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 Directory Correction 
 

A.B.S. Drafting &  Design should be listed under 
Draftsman / Architects.  PH (352) 383-3191. 
 

Bass Fishing Tournament 
 
Friday, M ay 2nd at Hickory Point in Tavares.  Watch  
for the sign up flyer in the M arch newsletter.  Hope 
you will join us for a day of fishing fun, great food & 
door prizes. 

2008 Parade Participants 
 

Adams Homes 
Beaumont Homes 

Blair Home Crafters of Leesburg LLC 
BRC Homes Inc. 

Countryside Homes LLC 
Dave Brewer Inc. 
DeLuca Homes 

Demetree Builders 
Diamond Construction/Wilkerson Design 
Ebbtide Construction & Development Inc. 

Embassy Homes 
Embiar Construction & Design Inc. 

Hegstrom Homes 
Kevco Builders (Remodel) 
Leading Edge Bui lders LLC 

Lennar Homes 
M aronda Homes 
M eritage Homes 

Orleans Homebuilders 
Palmer Homes Inc. 
Park Square Homes 
Paynter & Sons Inc. 

Preferred Craftsman LLC 
Pringle Development 

R.J. Builders Inc. 
RD&C Homes 

Regal Classic Homes 
Ryland Homes 

S & L Enterprises of Lake County 
Savanna Homes Inc. 
Seneca Partners Inc. 

Sharon Nickell-Olm A Custom Home Builder 
Showcase Homes Inc. 

Signature Enterprises Inc. 
Standard Pacif ic Homes 

Twin Lakes Custom Homes Inc. 
Westmont Homes 

 
We look forward to seeing your homes and subdi -
visions in our parade this year! 
 

 
 

2008 Parade of Homes 
Feb. 23rd -M ar. 2nd  

64 Entries 
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January General M embership M eeting 

Karen Schroeder introduces new members Sheik Ali of Ad-
vanced Warning &  Capture Security Systems and Brett  
DeGarmo of Around the House 

January Meeting Sponsor—Home Team 
Pest Defense represented by Cathy Bowers 
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Spike Chair Gerry Suarez presents Life Spike to Lois Stuart of Color Wheel and  
Spike to Dan Keeling of Cemex 

Spike Chair Gerry Suarez presents 2007 Spike of the 
Year to Jim Bible (Showcase Homes) 

President Mark Keller looks over the lein docu-
ments prepared by Gary Summers 

Nice to see Jim Selage! 
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South Lake Breakfast 
 
The quarterly South Lake Breakfast meetings have 
been temporarily halted due to poor attendance in 
2007.  We need to hear from you – do you want a 
breakfast meeting?  Do you want a meeting at a dif-
ferent time?  It’s not fair to our sponsors and speak-
ers to have only a handful of people, but if you want 
a South Lake function we certainly want to provide 
one. 
 
 

Transportation Alternative  
Funding Task Force 

 
The Lake County Board of County Commissioners 
has appointed the task force members. Their first 
meeting was January 28.  They will be meeting on 
the 4th M onday of each month at 4:00 pm for as long 
as needed.  The HBA will be attending the meetings. 
 

Member Advantage 
 
Savings are available to NAHB members through the 
M ember Advantage program.  For more information, 
check out www.nahb.org/M A or stop in the office to 
pick up a brochure. Participating companys include 
Dell, Office Depot, UPS, and others. 
 

Retirement 
 
Jean Kaminski has announced her intention to retire 
in 2008. President M ark Keller has appointed a 
search committee to seek her replacement. 
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Welcome New Members 
 

Reynolds Contractors Group Inc. /  
Jason Reynolds 

Ph 321-299-3591 / Fx 407-830-1122 
Custom Homes 

Sponsored by Clarence Tibbs / STE 
 

Savanna Homes Inc. / Tom Wi l l iams 
Ph 863-698-1660 / Fx 863-619-5700 

Custom Homes & General Contracting 
Sponsored by Dan Keeling / Cemex 

 
Mark Scott Contracting / Mark Scott 

Ph 863-557-9267 
Builder 

Sponsored by Carl Ludecke /  
Charlie Johnson Builders 

 
George Rada Inc. / George Rada 

Ph 352-223-4455 / Fx 352-343-1719 
General Contractor 

Sponsored by George Hansford /  
Prominent Construction 

 

Sorry To See YOU Go! 
 

Brentwood Custom Homes 
Brummer Construction 
C J Hunt Construction 

Fritz Fence 
Hulett Environmental 

J&J Building 
J.Q. Phillips Inc. 

M cNeal & White Contractors 
Olde M ill Company 
Phillip Trascik LLC 

United Subcontractors 
Wall & Sign Concepts 

 
If you do work or know any of the above men-
tioned please ask them to reconsider and reinstate 
thei r membership wi th the HBA. 
 

� � � � � � � �
� � �� 	 � 
 � � � � �

� 
 
 � �� � � � � � � � �
 

Thank You For Renewing 
 

30 - 34 
Ro-M ac Lumber & Supply 

White Aluminum Inc. 
 

25 - 29 
Tinney Plumbing Co. 

 
15 - 19 Years 

S T E Electrical Systems 
USA Seamless Gutters 

Hofmeister Design & Construction Inc. 
All Star Construction Inc. 

Charlie Johnson Builders (Carl) 
Eustis Roofing Co. 

Del-Air Heat & A/C Inc. 
 

10 - 14 Years 
Comcast Communications 

Fallman Design & Construction 
Steinmetz Construction & Development Inc. 

Parksite of Florida Inc. 
 

5 - 9 Years 
E R S Construction 

Dixie Plywood & Lumber 
M aronda Homes 

F&H Systems LLC 
Grimm Construction Inc. 

Diversified Environmental M anagement 
Lewis Brothers Inc. 

Twin Lakes Custom Homes 
Embiar Construction & Design 

Nexfor-Norbord Inc. 
Select Custom Homes Inc. 

Capitol Building Corp. 
Insurance General Contractors 

Diamond Construction Inc. 
 

1 - 4 Years 
Infinity Construction Inc. 

DeLuca Homes 
Oliver Productions Inc. 

Rick Tanner Builders Inc. 
Grosvenor Development LLC 

Paradise Carpet & Tile 
G. Phillips Homes Inc. 

M arklen Inc. 
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Purple Coat                  250+ 
George Hansford (1)    485.5 
Carl Ludecke (1)       420 
Ray Terry                385.5  
Karen Schroeder       250 
     
Burgundy  150-249 
Coat 
Kevin Burkholder   226 
Carman Mi ller      210 
Ann Hagen      195 
Clel l Coleman   185 
Craig Hegstrom     184 
Scott Rea     184.5 
Paul Fal lman   154.5 
 
Red Coat 100-149 
Paul Thomas  124 
Bing Hacker  121 
Mike Price   105 
Don Magruder     106 
Clarence Tibbs (1)     105.5 
 
Green Coat 50-99 
Lee Humphrey  93.5 
Larry Mil ler   86.5 
Penny Crump  84 
Ken Nastasi   81.5 
Peter Dabe   81 
Rick Rojas  65.5 
Don Thomas          59 
Gerry Suarez   58.5 
Jim Bible   57 
Mike Carter     53.5 
Dick Stier 52 
Nancy Hoff   52 
 
 
 
 

Navy (L ife)      25-49 
Chris Mowers        48.5 
Jody Coursey   47 
Rob Granger      45.5    
Henry Sarzynski   42.5 
Joel Hargis  37 
Lois Stuart  37 
Brian Domigan           36.5 
Sandee Honeycutt  36 
John La Pierre  33 
Dan Cordle  29.5 
Grant York   29.5 
Susan Davis  26 
 
 
Spikes 6-24 
Mark Casp  24.5 
Karen Crumrine  23.5 
Jon DeClue   20 
Jason Hansford   20 
Jennings Rou II  18 
Mark Keller   13 
Tom Lowrance   13 
Roger Freeman  9 
Dan Keel ing  (1) 8 
  
 
 
 

The Spike Club is an elite group of Association Members 
recognized for outstanding achievement in membership. 

 
The membership year r uns 1/1/08 - 
12/31/08. The Spi ke Roster is 
updated monthly.  New members for 
2008 are noted next to name. 

  NAHB SPI KE 
CLUB 

Renewals Cont. 
 

1 - 4 Years 
Orleans Homebuilders 

Aluma-Tec of Central Florida 
Hudson Construction 

Jim Treat Construction 
Sparr Building & Farm Supply 

Stavola Bui lders Inc. 
J K W Inc. 

Powers Steel 
United Pools Inc. 

Brown & Brown of Florida Inc. 
Culligan Water 

K&L Development Inc. 
Ring Custom Homes LLC 

Lake & Sumter Style M agazine 
Pactiv Building Products 

Corky Smallwood Painting LLC 
Centex Homes 
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Westmont Homes 
 

Westmont Homes announces the start of four Certi-
fied Custom Green Homes in Winter Garden.  West-
mont Homes is an award-winning custom home 
builder in Central Florida, and is owned by Curt 
Roese and Jim Rahman.  They are currently building 
in Blue Springs Reserve, Dora Estates, M agnolia 
Bay and Lake Burden at the Lakes of Windermere, 
as well as several “ on your lot” projects. 

 
 
 
 
 

ATT ENTION CONTRACTOR’S  
AND OWNER’S 

 
Apri l  3, 2008 

 
Inspections will not be available Thursday, Apri l  3, 
2008. 
 
All of the Lake County Building Inspectors will be 
attending a required customer service class. 
 
We recommend you do not schedule any inspections 
for this day. 
 
Inspections scheduled for this date will be performed 
the following business day. 
 
Thank you for your understanding, 
Lake County Building Services Division 
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Habitat Builders Blitz 
 
EXCITING! This year the Board of Directors voted 
to participate in the Habitat Builders Blitz. The home 
will be bui lt in M ount Dora in seven days. Call if 
you can participate in any capacity (including swing-
ing a hammer or paint brush). Jim Bible wil l head up 
the project.  This is an opportunity for all of us to 
help someone in need obtain housing.  Get on board! 

 
CBS Builders Supply Recertified 
 
CBS Builders Supply was recently re-certified 
through NAHB Research Center’s prestigious Na-
tional Housing Qual ity (NHQ) Certified Trade Con-
tractor Program. The NAHB Research Center, a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of the National Association 
of Home Builders, offers the certification program 
and provides independent, third party evaluations of 
participating contractors. 
 
 

Remodelors Corner 
 
Brett DeGarmo (Kevco Builders) was elected 2008 
chair of the council.  The Counci l has some good 
programs lined up for the year and will also have 
some time each month for current issues. Council 
meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 
noon.  Everyone is welcome to attend – you do need 
to call in your reservation since it is a lunch meeting. 
Cost is $5. 
 

Green Building Committee 
 
The Green Building Committee meets on the third 
Wednesday of each month at 3:00 pm.  There is a 
green product feature and a speaker.  The February 
meeting is on the 12th  at the Vision House in M ont-
verde.  Generally the committee meets at the HBA 
office.  Jim Rahman chairs the committee. Check it 
out – meetings are informative and have been wel l 
attended. 
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 Meeting Dates 
 

Board of Di rectors - M ark Keller, President     
M eets on the second Tuesday of each month. 
 
Membership Committee - Karen Schroeder, Chair 
M eets at noon on the first Thursday of each month at 
the HBA office.  Lunch is served.  This is a fun com-
mittee and the goal is to retain & recruit new mem-
bers.  If you are interested in coming on the commit-
tee call Kelly at the office. 
 
2008 Parade of Homes Committee - Karen Schroe-
der, Chair 
M eets on the fourth Wednesday at 8 am at the HBA 
office.  (June-M arch).  Plans the Parade of Homes.  
If you would like to be a part of the 2009 Parade 
Committee cal l Kelly at the office. 
 
Gol f Tournament Committee - Debra Sturgeon, 
Chair 
M eets as needed prior to the Fall Golf Tournament.  
The first meeting this year will be on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 28th at 3 pm at the HBA office.  If you would 
like to serve on the golf committee plan to attend the 
first meeting on the 28th. 
 
Table Top Trade Show - Don M agruder, Chair 
M eets as needed prior to the Trade Show which is 
the 4th Tuesday in June.  If you have any ideas for 
the Trade Show call Kelly at the office.  A meeting 
will be scheduled some time in February. 
 
Remodelors Council  - Brett DeGarmo, Chair 
M eets at noon on the second Wednesday of each 
month at the HBA office.  Cost for lunch is $5.00.  If 
you would like to be on the council call Kel ly at the 
office.  This counci l would be of interest to anyone 
in the building industry. 
 
Spike Club - Gerry Suarez, Chair 
M embership in the Spike Club is attained through 
member recruitment.  The Spikes have at least one 
special function each year.  Recruit 6 new members 
to become a Spike.  If you are interested in becoming 
a Spike call Kel ly at the office and I will help get 
you started. 
 
Bar-B-Que -   Jason Hansford, Chair 
 

Cont. Pg. 19 
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Meeting Dates Cont. 
 
M eets as needed prior to the April Barbeque.  Local 
Building Officials & their staff are our guests. 
 
General  Membership Meetings -  
GMM ’s are held on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month - Elk’s Club/Tavares 
 
Governmental  Affai rs Committee - Jim Bible, 
Chair 
M eets at 10 am on the first Wednesday of each 
month at the HBA office.  If you have an interest to 
be a part of the committee come and join us. 
 
Green Building Committee - Jim Rahman, Chair 
M eets at 3 pm on the third Thursday of each month 
at the HBA office.  If you are interested in building 
GREEN come join the committee. 
 
Fishing Tournament Committee - M ike Torres, 
Chair 
M eets as needed prior to the M ay tournament.  Next 
meeting is Thursday, February 7th at 1:30 pm at the 
HBA office.  If you would like to be a part of the 
committee please plan to attend the next meeting. 
 
Note:  The meeting times listed above are the normal 
meeting times.  Dues to holidays or other conflicts, 
they may vary.  Keep a check on our website for up-
dated meeting times at lakehba@earthlink.net.  We 
welcome all our membership to become involved in 
the HBA.  We welcome new ideas so bring your 
ideas to a committee meeting and get involved. 
 

I t’s A New Year 
Get Your Company Name  

Out There! 
 

Advertise in the monthly newsletter.  The cost is rea-
sonable and the newsletter goes out to all the mem-
bership.  If you are interested in advertising cal l 
Kelly at the office and I will get you the rate sheet.  
You can also have your website linked to our website 
so anyone going on the website will be able to click 
onto to your website.  It is cool! Cost for this for 
2008 is $30 for the year.  Call me and I can l ink you 
up today. 

Members Do Business With Members 
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