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 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
APRIL 

17  Green Committee  3pm 
22  Annual BBQ   5:30pm 
        
                          M AY 
1  Membership Committee Noon 
2  Fishing Tournament 
7  Gov’t Affairs Committee 10am 
13  Board of Directors  5pm 
14  Remodelers Council Noon 
15  Green Committee  3pm 
20  Nat’l Membership Day 
26  Memorial Day—Office Closed 
27  GMM—Elk’s Club  6pm 
 
You can keep up to date on the Calendar of 
Events on our web page.  There may be addi -
tional  meeting dates listed there.  Check i t out 
at lakehba.com.  The newsletter is also on our 
websi te. 

Building Permits 
 

JAN           #SF Permits    Value 
Lake-Unincorporated 
2008           67         26,840,443  
2007       86         34,689,653 
2006     172         41,533,301 
            
Tavares              Not available                             
Eustis                     1              383,960                  
Leesburg             Not available           
Lady Lake               Not available 
Montverde                    Not available                               
Clermont                              7               1,048,998                              
Minneola                    0                         
Mascotte                               2  374,670                           
Mount Dora             Not available 
Umatilla             Not available 
 
                                   
                            
Sumter  County                 177         41,380,691              
 
 
 
 
Thank you to the building departments for supplying this 
information. 

RETIREMENT PARTY 
 

Friday, May 16th 
6:00 pm 

Lake Receptions 
$35 per person 

 
 
 
We hope you will come out and celebrate 
with Jean on her retirement from the 
HBA after 25 years.  This will be a fun 
evening so RSVP to (352) 343-7101 or 
email kellyhba@earthlink.net no later 
than Friday, May 2nd.  You may request a 
vegetarian plate when you RSVP. 
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President’s Message 
Mark Kel ler 
Apri l  2008 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
This years Parade of Homes was a success.  M uch 
thanks to Karen Schroeder and her committee for a 
fine job. 
 
The search committee is narrowing the field in the 
EO selection after interviewing many candidates. 
 
All members need to be aware of Lake County’s lot 
grading proposal: although not fully developed, some 
implementation has started.  This could significantly 
impact your costs.  In addition, re-roofing require-
ments have been modified.  Check with the HBA 
office to find out the newest information regarding 
these items. 
 
Lastly, as a member, are you using members for your 
subcontractors and vendors??  If not, please start to-
day!!  Insist that all companies working on your jobs 
are HBA members...we owe it to our associate mem-
bers to patronize their business as they are an impor-
tant part of our association. 
 
Good luck!! 
 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
M ark Keller 
 

 
Congrats! 

 
To Gerry Suarez (Thomas Mortgage), Gerry won 
the Spike 50/50 drawing at the M arch 25th GMM .  
He won $75 BUCKS.  Gerry donated the money 
back to the Spike Fund since he is the 2008 Spike 
Chairman  For not winning for 10 years Gerry has 
won twice in the past 7 months, way to go Gerry!  
The Spike Club appreciates your donation. 
 
 

Home Builders Association of Lake County 
1100 N Joanna Avenue Tavares, FL 32778 

Ph 352-343-7101  Fx 352-343-4650 
www.lakehba.com 

 
Officers & Directors 

President 
Mark Keller—Keller Construction 
Vice President 
George Hansford—Prominent Construction 
Associate Vice President 
Gerry Suarez—Thomas Mortgage 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Dan Keeling—Cemex 
Immediate Past President 
Jim Bible—Showcase Homes 
Immediate Past Associate Vice President 
Don Magruder—Ro-Mac Lumber & Supply 
Builder Directors 
John Palmer—Palmer Homes 
Andrew Nutt—Holly Homes 
Jody Coursey - Val Coursey Homes 
Craig Hegstrom - Hegstrom Homes 
Brian Nagle - Pringle Development 
Associate Directors 
Karen Schroeder—Solid Image 
Scott Rea—Coldwell Banker Tyre & Taylor Realty 
Mike Torres - Sherwin Williams 
Life Directors 
Clell Coleman - White Aluminum 
Mike Carter—Granger Construction 
Carl Ludecke - Charlie Johnson Builder 
Clarence Tibbs - STE Electric 
  
Staff 
Jean Kaminski - Executive Director 
Kelly Hoover - Administrative Assistant 
 
 
On The Level is published monthly by the Home Builders Association of Lake 
Co. Every attempt has been made to insure the accuracy of all information 
presented, however no guarantee or warranties are provided. For advertising 
contact the HBA at 352-343-7101 or email kellyhba@earthlink.net 
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Join Us In The Hunt  
For New Members 

 
National M embership day is M ay 20th.  We are in 
search of tomorrow’s leaders.  Please help us!  You 
receive Double Spike Credits for each new member 
and one spike credit if you recruit a new affil iate 
member or Remodeler Council member.  If you are 
not a Spike you can become one with just 6 credits.  
The Spike Club is an el ite group to belong to.  There 
will also be prizes awarded from NAHB.  If you 
have any questions about The Big Hunt please call 
Karen Schroeder (Solid Image), M embership Chair 
at (352) 315-1350 or call Kel ly at the office (352) 
343-7101.  We need to keep our association strong! 
 

Do Business With A Member! 
 

BUI LDERS - check your vendors! 
ASSOCIATES - check your distr ibutors /  

suppl iers! 
 

The M embership Committee is accepting your list of 
potential new members - fax over the company name 
and contact information and we’ l l do the recruiting!  
Fax (352) 343-4650. 
 

 
 

There Is Strength In Numbers!  
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Lumber and Commodity Report 
March 2008 

By Don Magruder  
 
 

 
     The wood commodity markets were flat to down 
over the last thirty days as the total composite 
dropped 1% to $209.90 per thousand.  Home sales 
are still lagging behind expectations and the reluc-
tance of financial institutions to lend money appears 
to be at the core of the problem.  M anufacturers and 
suppliers are struggl ing to keep the lights on at these 
volumes, and the markets are beginning to see more 
closures on the edges. 
     The lumber portion of the composite dropped 
2.6% to $227 per thousand as random length 2x4 
spruce products gave back $12-$17 per thousand.  
M ost wide pine products were mixed with the excep-
tion of 2x12-16 pine which dropped $13 per thou-
sand.  2x4 treated picked up $7 per thousand as 
manufacturers began readying their spring invento-
ries. 
     The sheathing portion of the index had the OSB 
products and CDX products tracking in diff erent di-
rections.  M ost CDX products gave back $20-$25 per 
thousand while OSB sheathings picked up a solid 
$10.  The products in the sheathing composite have 
been bouncing like a super ball just dropped out of a 
5 cent gumball machine.  This tells me the invento-
ries are getting very skinny and any slightest increase 
in demand or output is manipulating prices. 
     Drywall and roofing manufactures are trying to 
make 10%-13% price increases stick as the cost of 
fuel is strangl ing them, but slower housing starts are 
dominating the conversation.  The housing market 
desperately needs the first faint glimmers that a turn-
around is on the way.  Once there appears to be any 
breathe in housing starts expect pricing to catch up 
quickly with past inflationary pressures in the com-
modities.  As a builder do not get in a trap of quoting 
something now that you will be forced to hold a 
price on through September.  Hurricane season and a 
slight increase in demand could send prices going 
forward fast.  Have a great month, and let’s all look 
forward to a great spring and summer. 
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Do We Have Your Email? 
 
In an effort to bring you better communication in a 
more timely manner, we are using emai l more and 
more.  Please make sure we have your address and 
be sure to show lakehba@earthlink.net and kelly-
hba@earthlink.net as al lowed senders. 
 

Grand Opening 
 

Orleans Homebuilders held their Grand Opening at 
The Lake Elsie Reserve Community on M arch 26th.  
They had lunch and prizes.  They won 1st place with 
their model in the community in the 2008 Parade of 
Homes.  It was also their 90th Anniversary.  Con-
gratulations!  If you didn’ t get a chance to go to the 
grand opening stop by and check out their new com-
munity.  Take 441 to Tavares and go South on David 
Walker Drive.  Right on Dora Ave. / 19A.  Lake 
Elsie Reserve is ahead on the left. 

Speedy Recovery 
 

To George Hansford’s wife Patty (Prominent Con-
struction) for a speedy recovery.  Patty underwent 
surgery on M arch 17th. 
 
To Scott Rea (Coldwell  Banker Tyre &  Taylor Re-
al ty) for a speedy recovery.  Scott underwent surgery 
on M arch 27th.  Hurry back to the HBA we miss 
you! 
 

Welcome New Membership 
Committee Members 

 
We have some new faces joining us on the 2008 
M embership Committee.  We are glad to have the 
following new committee members on board: 
 
Susan Adams (Ro-Mac Lumber) 
Ron Griffith (Sherwin Wi ll iams) 
John Palmer (Palmer Homes) 
Henry Sarzynski (Best Flooring Center) 
Bud Dorman (Whi te Aluminum) 
Susan Smithson (Thomas Mortgage) 
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SEBC/GreenTrends Opens 
Registrat ion for 2008 Show 

 
 Florida contractors can earn all 14 hours of continu-
ing education at the July 30-August 2 event in Or-
lando 
 
It’s time to make your plans to attend the South’s 
largest regional building industry trade exposition 
and educational event… the Southeast Building Con-
ference (SEBC) and its co-location partner, Green-
Trends, set for July 30-August 2, 2008 at the Orange 
County Convention Center in Orlando. 
 
Now in its 30th year, the SEBC is presented by the 
Florida Home Bui lders Association (FHBA, 
www.fhba.com) while GreenTrends is the annual 
trade show and conference of the Florida Green 
Building Coalition (FGBC, 
www.floridagreenbuilding.com). 
 
Complete information and a registration form on the 
conference are avai lable at the show’s official web 
site at www.sebcshow.com, including hotel accom-
modations available at the Rosen Centre 
(headquarters), the Rosen Plaza, and the Peabody. 
 
This year’s theme is “ Knowledge Is Power” and re-
flects the SEBC/GreenTrends’  commitment to pre-
sent the very best in education during a chal lenging 
time when everyone in the construction industry 
must be at their professional best. 
 

Spring is Here! 
 

Be sure to keep the HBA 
on your schedules 

Keep your name & face 
in the loop :) 
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M arch General  
Membership  M eeting 

Teresa Watkins speaks on the 
Water Star Program 
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Karen Schroeder welcomes/introduces 
new members 

President Mark Keller 

Jim Bible asks for help on the Builders Blitz 

Spike Chair Gerry Suarez presents 250d level award to 
Karen Schroeder 
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 Thank You  
Homes &  Land of Lake Co 

 
Once again Homes & Land of Lake County did pa-
rade advertising for us at no cost. Thank you Steve 
Pridgen and the Homes & Land team for your com-
mitment to and support of the HBA. 
 

New From EPA 
 
United States Environmental Protection Agency has 
published a new guidance document, Developing 
Your Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan. There 
are copies avai lable in the office.  You may also ac-
cess the document electronically at: 

www.epa.gov/npdes/swpppguide 
 

Future Builders of America 
 
Jim Bible spoke to two classes in Tavares on M arch 
19.  Both the Lessburg chapter of FBA and the Ta-
vares chapter are being invited to participate in the 
Builders Blitz at the end of M ay. 
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Thank You For Renewing 
 

30 - 34 Years 
First National Bank of M ount Dora 

 
25 - 29 Years 

Val Coursey Homes Inc. 
 

15 - 19 Years 
Hillcrest Insurance A gency 

Cottom’s A-1 Sod 
 

10 - 14 Years 
 

5 - 9 Years 
Del Hollingsworth Builders 

Atlantic Coast Tile & M arble 
Glass M asonry Inc. 

Highland Homes of Clermont Inc. 
Gray Systems Inc. 
Keller Construction 

Bonded Builders Home Warranty 
 

1 - 4 Years 
Leading Edge Bui lders LLC 

Build Florida Inc. 
CPM  Technologies Inc. 

Bauman Contracting LLC 
ACE Custom Cabinets 

Olson Insurance Agency Inc. 
 

Members 
 

If you are up or coming up for renewal please make 
sure to renew your dues.  It is important to be a part 
of you local HBA.   
 
 
“ Every man owes a part of his time and 
money to the business or industry in 
which he is engaged.  No man has a moral 
r ight to withhold his support from an or-
ganization that is str iving to improve his 
sphere.”  
 
Theodore Roosevelt 
Our 26th President 
 

Welcome New Members 
 

Ci rcle D Plumbing, Inc. / Dale Judy 
Ph (352) 267-5858 / Fax (352) 394-7704 

Plumbing / Back Flow Testing / Tub Repair 
Sponsored by M ike Torres / Sherwin Wi lliams 

 
Mott Concrete, Inc. / Lar ry D. Mott 

Ph (352) 323-8488 / Fax (352) 323-8780 
Concrete & Shell 

Sponsored by Don M agruder / Ro-M ac Lumber 
 

Diversi fied Custom Contracting, Inc. /  
Craig Markle 

Ph (407) 290-1899 / Fax (407) 297-7846 
Builder 

Sponsored by Lois Stuart / Color Wheel 

 
Sorry To See YOU Go! 

 
A-AABOT Fence  Harbor Homes 
Country Squire Builders T. Riley 
Ecowater Systems  Horgo Enterprises 
Elite Audio & Video  Hendrick Construction 

 
If you know or do business with anyone listed above, 
please encourage them to rejoin the HBA.  There are 
a lot of advantages in being a member. 
 

Happy Retirement  
 

To Tom Carlin (Pactiv Bui lding Products) who is 
retired on April 4th.  Pactiv has been a member of 
the Lake County HBA since 2005.  We wish Tom all 
the best in his retirement.  Have a great time! 
 
Tom’s replacement is Clint Wade and he can be 
reached at (404) 374-8590. 
 

Want To Join A Committee? 
 
Call Kel ly at the office (352) 343-7101 and I will 
answer all your questions and get you on a commit-
tee that fits you and your interests.  It is only a 1 day 
a month commitment and some committees only 
meet a few months out of the year.  It is also a great 
way to meet other members on a smal ler scale and 
could bring you some business for your company. 
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Purple Coat                  250+ 
George Hansford (1)    488.5 
Carl Ludecke (1)       422 
Ray Terry                385.5  
Karen Schroeder (2)      272.5 
     
Burgundy  150-249 
Coat 
Kevin Burkholder   226 
Carman Mi ller      210 
Ann Hagen      197 
Scott Rea     185.5 
Craig Hegstrom     185.5 
Clel l Coleman   185 
Paul Fal lman   154.5 
 
Red Coat 100-149 
Paul Thomas  124 
Clarence Tibbs (1)     108.5 
Mike Price   105 
Don Magruder  (1)    106.5 
 
Green Coat 50-99 
Lee Humphrey  93.5 
Penny Crump  87 
Larry Mil ler   86.5 
Ken Nastasi   81.5 
Peter Dabe   81 
Rick Rojas  65.5 
Don Thomas          60.5 
Gerry Suarez  (1) 59.5 
Jim Bible  (2) 60 
Mike Carter  (2)   55.5 
Dick Stier 52 
Nancy Hoff   52 
 
 
 
 

Navy (L ife)      25-49 
Chris Mowers        48.5 
Jody Coursey   47 
Rob Granger      45.5    
Henry Sarzynski   42.5 
Brian Domigan           39.5 
Lois Stuart  (1) 39 
Joel Hargis  37 
Sandee Honeycutt  36 
John La Pierre  33 
Dan Cordle  29.5 
Grant York   29.5 
Susan Davis  26 
 
 
Spikes 6-24 
Mark Casp  24.5 
Karen Crumrine  23.5 
Jon DeClue   20 
Jason Hansford   20 
Jennings Rou II  18 
Mark Keller   13 
Tom Lowrance   13 
Roger Freeman  9 
Dan Keel ing  (1) 8.5 
  
 
 
 

The Spike Club is an elite group of Association Members 
recognized for outstanding achievement in membership. 

 
The membership year r uns 1/1/08 - 
12/31/08. The Spi ke Roster is 
updated monthly.  New members for 
2008 are noted next to name. 

  NAHB SPI KE 
CLUB 

FHBI Launches Two  
New Products 

 
FHBI is now offering Contractors Pollution Liabil ity 
and Automated Builders Risk Program for 10+ 
Starts.  For additional information on either of these 
two new programs please contact your FHBI-
approved agent. 
 

Westmont Homes 
 

Westmont Green Homes has started construction 
on homes in Lake Burden at the Lakes of Winder-
mere.  Each home will be certified under the Florida 
Green Building Coalition Standards (FGBC).  Jim 
Rahman of Westmont Homes also chairs the Green 
Committee which meets on the 3rd Thursday at 3 pm 
at the HBA office.   
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Permit Correction 
Sumter County 

 
Month  Permi ts  Value  
July 2007 106   26,455,215 
Aug 2007 241   59,850,043 
Sept 2007 215   53,772,154 
Oct 2007 177   45,012,189 
Nov 2007 154   39,310,560 
Dec 2007 206   53,273,422 
 
This is the correct permit information for Sumter 
County.  It has been wrong in the monthly permit 
report for the newsletter.  The report had changed 
and it has been reported each month since July 2007 
that there have been 0 permits issued.  It is now 
straightened out so the report for the newsletter will 
be correct from here on out.  Sorry for any inconven-
ience or confusion. 
 
Please see page 2 each month for the permit report. 
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HBA Participates in 
Habitat Builders Blitz 

Jim Bible, Chair 
Join your HBA of Lake County on May 31through June 
8, 2008 to build a Habitat for Humanity Home in Mt. 
Dora. As part of a national effort to build hundreds of 
homes in one week you can help one deserving family 
achieve the American dream of home ownership. We 
need labor, material and cash donations to make this 
event a success. Your generous contributions will be ac-
knowledged in local, state and national press releases. 
 
Please look at this part ial list of needs and identify any 
areas you can help. Please fax, e-mail or call us with any 
area you can help. It  is not necessary for you to provide 
an entire area of need. For example if  you can donate 15 
sheets of drywall we wi ll be happy to receive all dona-
tions. If  you could supply material or labor but need some 
offset of cost let us know.  If  you can only work certain 
hours or days let us know what they are, we expect many 
volunteers to join us and have a great t ime with fellow 
members while achieving a very worthwhile cause. 

 
 

I tem Quantity 

Portable Toi lets 2 

Clear  Lot   

Trash Bin 1 

Mono Slab 
   Steel  rebar 
   Stakes 
   Wire ties 
   Concrete 

  

Lumber  Pack 
Connectors: 
MTS 12 
 SP4 
 H10 
 HUC410 
 H2.5A  
 ABU44Z 
 LSTA 24 
 LSTA 36 
 HPAHD22-2P 
 MSTA24 
Plywood  cl ips, boxes 
Felt 15#, rolls 
  

  
  
200 
100 
2 
  
4 
  
  
2 
4 
4 
2 
6 

Drywal l  
1/2 X 4’  X 12’  
1/2X4’ X12’  ceil ing board 
Boxes of mud 
Rol ls of tape 
Box 8’  corner bead 
Hanging labor 
Finish labor 
Texture spray-l ight splatter 
  

  
92 
35 
20 
13 
1 

 

Windows: 
White, fin, 1/1, double pane, grey tint 
          3050 
          3030 
          2030 
5’  mul l  bar, white, fin 
Protecto window tape 4”  X 100’  
Labor instal lation 

  
  
7 
1 
1 
1 
4 

Siding 
      Vinyl  Siding 
       Labor Instal lation 

  

Electr ical  
       Wire 
       Boxes 
       Fans 

  
  
  
5 

Roof ing 
       25 yr 
       Plastic roof cement 5 gal  
       End connector plugs 
       Flashing, 26ga 16”X50’  
       Continuous ridge vent 
        Drip edge, white 2”  
       Labor 

24 squares 
1 
5 
1 
  
200’  

Soffi t & Facia 
       4”  white fascia 
       12”  soffi t 
       Labor installation 

200’  
200’  

I nsulation 
       R13 kraft face 15”x93”  
       Blown insulation R-30 

  
  
1296 sq ft 

Tr im Carpenter  Labor  
       Interior Doors 2668 
                                2468 
                                1668 
                          BF 5068 
                          BF 2668 
                          BF 2068 
                          BF 1668 
              Sol id Core 3068 
                  Exterior 3068 

  
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

Flooring 
          Carpet 
          Carpet pad 
           Vinyl  
           Labor Carpet 
           Labor Vinyl  

  

Cabinets 
          Material ,  Labor Instal lation,  Countertops 

  

Miscellaneous 
      Mi rrors 
      Medicine Cabinets 
      Towel  Rods-white 
      Toi let Paper Holders – white 
      Soap Dishes 

  
2 
2 
4 
2 
2 

Closet shelving-whi te vinyl  labor only 61’  

Painting – Paint     &    Labor   

Landscape 
           Sod     Trees    Shrubs      Labor 

  

Final  Grade   

Dr iveway -  Concrete      Labor   

House Clean   

Garage Door  (white, 8’ w x 7’ ht, 16 panel ) 1 
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Condolences 
 

To the family of Leslie Thaxton (AZEK Bui lding 
Materials). Leslie passed away on M arch 4th after a 
brave cancer battle. Lesl ie was 45.  Lesl ie has par-
ticipated in our Trade Show and been a speaker at 
our GMM  and Remodelers Counci l.   Her smile will 
be missed.  
 
To Glenn Tyre (Coldwel l  Banker Tyre &  Taylor 
Real ty), on the loss of his nephew Robert Glenn 
Tyre who passed away on M arch 5th as the result of 
an automobile accident.  Robert was 50. 
 
To Pat & Gail Smal lwood (Smal lwood Sign Co.) on 
the loss of their daughter M eghan Jo.  M eghan 
passed away on M arch 11th, she was 28.  Pat is very 
special to us at the HBA. 
 
To Dawn Bradley and family (Solid Image) on the 
loss of her husband Richard after a long il lness on 
M arch 14th.  Richard loved to fish! Richard was 46. 
 
Our thoughts & prayers are with each of these fami-
lies at this time.   
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